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Understanding adaptation

É Adaptation involves a process of sustainable 

and permanent adjustment in response to new 

and changing environmental circumstances

É Autonomous adaptation

É Planned adaptation
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Planned societal adaptation

É Bali action plan 

ñimplementation of adaptation actionsò

É Strategies for societal adaptation?

V Difficult to define in operation terms

V integrated into development planning and all 

sectors

V Require substantial funding

-
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Planned societal adaptation

É Strategies for societal adaptation?

What does it look like?
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Planned societal adaptation

É Gain insight from disaster risk reduction 

strategies

ÂEngineering structures

È E.g. sea walls, dykes, tidal structures

ÂTechnological developments

È E.g. agricultural developments, air conditioning 

ÂEconomic diversification

È E.g. Alternative farming, eco-tourism, insurance

ÂEnvironmental management

È E.g. Mangroves, wetlands, forestry, urban greening
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Ecosystem-based Adaptation

UNFCCC    ï 2009

É Calls from various organisations for inclusion 

of EBA in UNFCCC

É Confusion over term 

É Number of publications on benefits of EBA and 

case studies 
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EBA = ?

Ecosystem-based Adaptation

use of biodiversity and ecosystem services as 

part of an overall adaptation strategy

Definition by Convention on Biological Diversityôs (CBD) 2nd Ad Hoc 

Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) on Biodiversity and Climate Change 



EBA examples

É Coastal/flood 

control

É Watershed

É Agriculture

É Urban 
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