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Overview

ÅWhat is adaptation

ÅKey international policy 

processes

ïUNFCCC

ïCBD

ï[UNCCD]

ÅChallenges and 

Opportunities

ÅKey messages
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What is adaptation

ñThe adjustment in natural or 

human systems in response to 

actual or expected climatic 

stimuli or their effects, which 

moderates harm or exploits 

beneficial opportunitiesò  

IPCC definition, 2007



Adaptation focus in 

key international 

policy processes

üUNFCCC - adjustment in 

human systems

üCBD - adjustment in 

natural systems

üHow the two inter-relate
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UNFCCC

ÅThe Convention refers to adaptation in 

Article 4, but little was done on this until...

ÅThe Bali Action Plan (2007) identified the 

need for óenhanced action on adaptationô 

and established AWG-LCA.

ÅAdaptation is now regarded as a major 

part of the negotiationsé largely focused 

on developing countries.

http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/background/items/1362.php


Where is óbiodiversityô 

in adaptation text

ÅNowhere!

ÅWhy?

ïFramed by Convention and BAP 
content

ïAbout poorest people and places

ïFinance and funding, tech 
transfer, loss and damage, 
insurance and compensationé 

ïPolitics and where money goes

ïProcess, silos and óterritorialityô
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What do we have?é

Ecosystems in Convention (Art 2 and Art 
4.8)

Ecosystems in current text

- Shared Vision 

- Enhanced Action on Adaptation

Linked to: principles (3); adaptation 
actions (4a);  building resilience 
(4d); funding (6).

Plus practical opportunities

- Nairobi Work Programme

- NAPAs
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