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August 2010 NEWSLETTER

The Cambridge Conservation Forum exists to strengthen links and develop new synergies across the diverse community of conservation practitioners and researchers based in and around Cambridge, working at local, national and international levels. It aims to achieve this by broadening awareness of the exceptional pool of local expertise and activities, by fostering contacts between people in different organisations, and by encouraging the development of joint initiatives aimed at tackling common problems. See our website at www.cambridgeconservationforum.org.uk for further details about CCF.

This is an informal newsletter, which is circulated on the first Monday of every month, and its content is directed at the members of the group. Attachments referred to in the text can be downloaded from: http://www.cambridgeconservationforum.org.uk/news/
Information for inclusion in future Newsletters should be submitted, by 12 pm on the preceding Friday, to the CCF Secretary and Newsletter Editor, Valerie Kapos, at val.kapos@unep-wcmc.org .
CONTENTS THIS MONTH

FORUM DEVELOPMENTS
· CCF Council 
· CCF 12th Annual Symposium, 2011: initial call for speakers

· CCF Facebook page

· Pub Nights and August Newsletter Deadline
NEWS & FEATURES
· Climate Change and Wind farms Survey
· Whitley Fund for Nature – Call for applications for the Whitley Awards 2011
· New plant conservation campaign, Plants for the Planet, needs your help!
· Natural Environment: An Invitation to Shape the Nature of England
· To all interested in visiting the Arctic or Antarctica and Linking Tourism & Conservation

· DEFRA Consultations of interest to CCF Members: Marine Policy Statement; Marine Planning System for England; Natural Environment White Paper
· New Publications and websites: Are you a green leader? Business and biodiversity making the case for a lasting solution; Announcing ClimatePrep.org a new adaptation focused blog; ESA launches new Journal, Ecosphere; Degraded Forests in Eastern Africa: Management and Restoration; Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD):  A Casebook of On-the-Ground Experience; IUCN debate: How would you spend $100 billion on nature?;        ;  Many More . . .  
· Courses: Advanced Diploma in Environmental Conservation; Course on R, data exploration, regression & GLM in Norwich, UK; Training course:  Good Practice Stakeholder Participation... with a focus on the environment;    More . . .
· Funding opportunities and Awards: Whitley Fund for Nature – Call for applications for the Whitley Awards 2011; GBIF Young Researchers Award; Smith Fellows 2011 Call for Proposals; UK Landscape Award; The WCS Research Fellowship Program; Funding for Biodiversity in 2010; More . . 
· Forthcoming Events, Lectures, Conferences, Symposia
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· Senior Programme Officer, Marine Assessment and Decision Support Programme, UNEP-WCMC
· Programme Officer (Projects Coordinator), Protected Areas Programme, UNEP-WCMC
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· International Adviser, Zagros Mountain Biodiversity Conservation Project
· Director, Impact Assessment and Measures, RARE
· Programme Coordinator, Transparency International

· Many More, including 5 Post Docs, 11 PhD Studentships and NEW internships/voluntary positions

· DIARY
FORUM DEVELOPMENTS

 CCF Council
The next CCF Council meeting will be held at 1 PM on Thursday 23rd September at UNEP-WCMC, 219 Huntingdon Rd, CB3 0DL. A draft agenda will be circulated nearer the time.  Items for inclusion in the agenda should be sent to Val (val.kapos@unep-wcmc.org ).

CCF 12th Annual Symposium, 2011: initial call for speakers

Thurs 6th January 2011, Judge Business School

The organizing committee for the 2011 Annual Symposium is preparing initial plans for the event, which will be held at the Judge Business School n Trumpington Street, and is seeking offers of presentations from CCF member organizations. The Annual Symposium provides an opportunity for you to share topical aspects of your organisation’s recent research and activities with the wider CCF membership, and to highlight important issues for the coming year. 
The format will be similar to the successful 2009 & 2010 Symposia. It is expected to include:

· An introductory overview of the challenges facing conservationists. 

· Presentations from CCF member organisations (20 mins each, plus 10 mins questions/discussion), with a total of about 10 speakers. 

· A break-out session after lunch for participant interaction. 

· A wine reception and networking opportunity at the end of the Symposium. 

The Committee are seeking good speakers as well as interesting topics and particularly wish to encourage participation by the smaller CCF organisations. Please note that the event is not intended as an opportunity for researchers or students to present PhD theses. Nor is it about raising the profile of any one organisation within the CCF. 

If your organisation would like to offer a paper, please respond to: David Allen David.allen@iucn.org and Keith Virgo consultancy@keithvirgo.com 


CCF Facebook page
Despite the advanced years of some of its officers, CCF now has its own Facebook page. You can find it and become a fan at: http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/cambridgecf?ref=nf


Pub Nights and Newsletter deadline

The August Pub Night will be on Monday 2nd August, 7-9 PM at the Castle. Come along for a drink and a chat. If you can't see anyone obviously CCF-ish, ask at the bar, and if you're the first one there, tell them where you're sitting. The September Pub Night will be on Monday 6th September. The September newsletter will also be due out on Monday 6th September. Therefore material for inclusion will need to be sent to Val (val.kapos@unep-wcmc.org ) by Friday 3rd September.
NEWS AND FEATURES


Climate Change and Wind farms Survey
(from ONCF News) 
You are invited to participate in a survey concerning climate change and wind farms in the UK. No prior knowledge about climate change, wind energy and wind turbines is required. This study is part of a research project undertaken at the London School of Economics and Political Science. Your feedback will be very much appreciated and it should take less than ten minutes to complete the survey at: http://offshorewind.questionpro.com 

Please note that all information will remain confidential and only be used in statistical form. If you require further information, please contact Ditte Bilde at d.l.bilde@lse.ac.uk 

(Please access the attached hyperlink for an important electronic communications disclaimer: 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/planningAndCorporatePolicy/legalandComplianceTeam/legal/disclaimer.htm )


Whitley Fund for Nature – Call for applications for the Whitley Awards 2011

The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) is a UK registered charity offering “Whitley Awards” to outstanding nature conservation leaders around the world.  Whitley Awards are both an international profile prize and a form of project grant (currently £30,000 over one year, with a top prize of £60,000 over two years).

The application process for the Whitley Awards 2011 is now open – the deadline for applications is Sunday October 31st 2010.

Please visit www.whitleyaward.org to download an application form and find guidance on how to apply.

The Awards will be presented by WFN Patron, HRH The Princess Royal, at the annual Whitley Awards Ceremony in May 2011 and successful applicants will receive funding in June 2011,

Whitley Awards are open to conservation leaders working in countries or regions of which they are nationals and that are not defined as a HIGH-INCOME ECONOMY by the World Bank (exceptions to this criterion include island nations in the Pacific and Caribbean and some countries in the Middle East). For full eligibility criteria, please visit http://whitleyaward.org/faq.php). 
To contact WFN, please email info@whitleyaward.org 


New plant conservation campaign, Plants for the Planet, needs your help!

Imagine a world without colour - imagine a world without plants! Plants colour our window boxes, gardens and natural landscapes. They provide us with inspiration and pleasure. Much more than this they provide our food, medicines, timber and a whole host of natural resources. They provide the oxygen in the air that we breathe and absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, helping to regulate the global climate.  Yet at least one third of all plants are threatened with extinction.  A plan exists to stop this: the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC).  The GSPC is being considered by governments at the CBD CoP10 in Nagoya in October – we (BGCI) are collecting signatures to take to Nagoya supporting the GSPC and speaking up for plants!  It takes just a minute to sign your name and help us ensure that plant conservation is given the attention it so deserves.  Visit www.plantsfortheplanet.com for more information.

BGCI (Botanic Gardens Conservation International) is an international charity, founded in 1987, that exists to ensure the world-wide conservation of threatened plants, the continued existence of which are intrinsically linked to global issues including poverty, human well-being and climate change. Our vision is a world in which plant diversity is valued, secure and supporting all life (www.bgci.org) 

Natural Environment: An Invitation to Shape the Nature of England
(from ONCF News)
Our natural environment underpins our economic prosperity, our health and our well-being. As a result, protecting the environment and enhancing biodiversity is one of Defra’s top 3 priorities. A key commitment is the publication of a White Paper on the natural environment by spring 2011. On 26 July 2010 we published our discussion paper “An invitation to shape the Nature of England” and we invite all comments and submissions from anyone with an interest in the Natural Environment White Paper.

See http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/our-responsibilities/nat-environment/ for more information:

All comments should be received by 30 October 2010.

You can submit your comments online or email to naturalenvironment@defra.gsi.gov.uk. 

To all interested in visiting the Arctic or Antarctica and Linking Tourism & Conservation:

There can be at least two reasons, why you may be interested to read about the special last minute offer – within the International Year of Biodiversity - to join a study tour around Spitsbergen or to Antarctica:

1. You are representing an environmental organization/institution and are looking for the right and inspiring surrounding to motivate others to support your projects, ideally related to (marine) protected areas;

2. You are looking for a once-of-a-life-time experience visiting the Arctic and/or Antarctica (and get yourself even more motivated to care for the planet’s wild nature and biodiversity)

If yes, you should go to www.grida.no/ltc  

In cooperation with ‘Oceanwide Expeditions’, GRID-Arendal organizes study expeditions to the Polar regions in relation to our Linking Tourism & Conservation initiative. Both destinations, Svalbard and the Antarctic Peninsula should be the first choice for everybody who wants to experience the most pristine nature of Arctic and Antarctic wilderness. We are going to study what Linking Tourism & Conservation can mean in praxis. Svalbard is a world leading case, where we can learn how tourism supports protected areas and how tourists benefit from it by - in a well managed way - getting close to spectacular wildlife. In Antarctica, tourists are made into ambassadors for promoting large scale marine protection.

If booking through GRID-Arendal you will get a 30% reduction of the prices listed in the Oceanwide tables or 1 person for free for every 2 full paying passengers! In addition to the reduced price offers there is also a free charter flight on the way back from Longyearbyen to Amsterdam included for the Svalbard tour in August.

We will navigate with the M/V Plancius during the best times of the year in some of the most spectacular sites on Earth. UNEP/GRID-Arendal staff in cooperation with the professional and English- and German speaking guides of Oceanwide Expeditions will make sure that the unique experience can be combined with concrete engagement for the conservation of nature. This is a personal opportunity to engage in the International Year of Biodiversity!

This is in particular a great opportunity for environmental organizations to bring their own supporters on board and promoting their own projects related to (marine) protected areas!

Please use the pre-registration form to receive further information on these trips, and how to proceed with the booking


DEFRA Consultations of interest to CCF Members 

Marine Policy Statement: http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/marine-policy/index.htm Deadline 13th   October. 
Marine Planning System for England http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/marine-planning/index.htm Deadline 13th October

Natural Environment White Paper http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/our-responsibilities/nat-environment/ Deadline 30th October

PUBLICATIONS & Web Resources
Are you a green leader? Business and biodiversity making the case for a lasting solution  

 Produced jointly between UNEP-WCMC and UNEP’s Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, this document reviews the business case for biodiversity; provides an overview of impacts by sector and highlights existing and potential opportunities for companies. The document covers a wide range of sectors and complements existing and ongoing work on business and biodiversity. Are you a Green Leader? is available as an executive summary (see http://www.unep-wcmc.org/resources/publications/AreYouAGreenLeader_ExSumm.pdf ) as well as the full publication (see http://www.unep-wcmc.org/resources/publications/AreYouAGreenLeader.pdf ).

Announcing ClimatePrep.org a new adaptation focused blog
A new climate change adaptation focused blog, ClimatePrep.org has been launched: http://www.ClimatePrep.org. Through first-hand accounts and expert interviews, the site aims to illustrate climate change adaptation through on the ground adaptation projects, explorations of adaptation concepts, and tracking firsthand the progress of adaptation in the international policy arena.

At this time we would also like to invite the submission of new material. If you have an adaptation related project, event, or concept that you would be interested in writing about please feel free to get in touch with eliot.levine@wwfus.org.


ESA launches new Journal

Welcoming submissions from all sub-disciplines of ecological science, Ecosphere will provide a rapid-publication, online-only, open-access alternative to the Ecological Society of America’s existing journals, while maintaining the rigorous peer-review standards for which printed ESA journals are renowned.  

In addition to expanding the breadth and depth of papers published by ESA, a key goal for Ecosphere is rapid publication, with decisions on submissions made within 4-6 weeks of submission and papers published in a matter of days.  Papers will not be copyedited—authors will bear this responsibility.  All papers will be open-access—fully available to any interested online readers—and from the outset will be assigned DOIs.  Since the journal will have no subscriptions, authors who are ESA members will pay a one-time fee of $1250 in lieu of page charges (non-members will pay $1500).  The journal will feature color figures, graphs, charts and photographs.  


Degraded Forests in Eastern Africa: Management and Restoration

Frans Bongers and Timm Tennigkeit 

Forest degradation as a result of logging, shifting cultivation, agriculture and urban development is a major issue throughout the tropics. This is the first research-based book to examine this problem in East Africa. The specific focus is on the forests of Ethiopia, Tanzania and Uganda, but the lessons learned are shown to be applicable to neighbouring countries and others in the tropics. Further info: http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?tabid=102345  

Forecasting Forest Futures: A Hybrid Modelling Approach to the Assessment of Sustainability of Forest Ecosystems and their Values 

Hamish Kimmins, Juan A. Blanco, Brad Seely, Clive Welham, and Kim Scoullar

This book describes the hybrid approach to modelling forest ecosystems and their possible response to natural and management-induced disturbance. It focuses on the FORECAST family of ecosystem management models at three different spatial scales (tree, stand and landscape), and compares them with alternative models at these three spatial scales. See: http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?tabid=102356 

The Dry Forests and Woodlands of Africa: Managing for Products and Services

Emmanuel N. Chidumayo and Davison J. Gumbo

The dry forests and woodlands of Sub-Saharan Africa are major ecosystems, with a broad range of strong economic and cultural incentives for keeping them intact. This unique book brings together scientific knowledge on this topic from East, West, and Southern Africa and describes the relationships between forests, woodlands, people and their livelihoods. See: http://www.earthscan.co.uk/?tabid=102367 

Trees are the Answer
Patrick Moore
Greenpeace co-founder and former leader Dr. Patrick Moore, an ecology PhD, challenges common assumptions about forests and forestry.

Written for the expert and novice alike, this book will entertain and enlighten by taking you behind the scenes, showing you forests and forest management in a way you've likely never seen before.

Illustrated with beautiful photography, this book is for those interested in how forests can help us solve some of today's toughest environmental challenges from climate change to green building, renewable biofuel energy to paper and product recycling.  www.treesaretheanswer.com  


Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD):  A Casebook of On-the-Ground Experience
Today, there is widespread consensus that we cannot solve the climate change crisis without addressing deforestation.  Yet, there are on-going attempts to cast doubt on whether forest carbon can be a credible part of the climate solution, and a debate is in full swing about the inclusion of forests in U.S. and international climate policy.  
For a combined 38 years, The Nature Conservancy, Conservation International and Wildlife Conservation Society have been leaders in piloting 17 on-the-ground REDD demonstration projects.  This casebook draws on four specific experiences in Bolivia, Madagascar, and Indonesia.  The report examines the principal aspects of demonstrating REDD credibility (e.g., baselines and additionality, measuring and monitoring, leakage, impermanence, etc.).  For each issue, a project is examined in depth, describing how the challenges were dealt with and lessons learned for the future.  The bottom line is simple:  These projects demonstrate that REDD can produce credible carbon benefits, often with positive effects on local people and biodiversity.   

As the discussions continue about whether and how to structure climate policy and financial investments to address emissions from forests, there is much to learn from on-the-ground activities.  The full report is available electronically at: 
http://conserveonline.org/workspaces/redd/documents/redd-a-casebook-of-on-the-ground-experience 



Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity in Socio-Ecological Production Landscapes: Background to the ‘Satoyama’ Initiative for the Benefit of Biodiversity and Human Well-Being (CBD Technical Series no. 52, 2010)
This study, published by the CBD Secretariat in collaboration with the UN University – Institute of Advanced Studies and the Ministry of Environment of Japan, is a collection of case studies and articles that address how relationships between humans and nature function in socioecological production landscapes around the world. The first part presents a selection of synthesis articles of relevance to socio-ecological production landscapes worldwide. Based on four case studies from Suriname, Cameroon, Guyana, and Thailand, the characteristics of customary sustainable use of biodiversity by indigenous peoples, and the threats customary management systems are currently facing, are highlighted. The second part presents 23 case studies of socio-ecological production landscapes around the world. The case studies are representative of various climates and geomorphic environments, as well as areas with diverse historical, cultural and socioeconomic conditions (http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-52-en.pdf).     


ITTO Publishes On-Line Statistical database
The International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) has published online a database on the production and trade of tropical timber. It covers all ITTO member countries for the period 1994-2009. The database, which will be updated annually, is based on data previously only available from ITTO’s Annual Reviews, and it allows users to develop their own queries and extract data for their own uses (http://www.itto.int/annual_review_output/). 

The REDD+ Opportunities Scoping Exercise (ROSE)
Forest Trends has published a synthesis report of the REDD+ Opportunities Scoping Exercise for Tanzania, Uganda, and Ghana.  The report can be downloaded at http://www.forest-trends.org/publications.php 
The REDD+ Opportunities Scoping Exercise (ROSE) is a tool for classifying and prioritizing potential REDD+ sub-national activities and for assessing critical constraints to project development, especially those associated with the legal, political, and institutional framework for carbon finance.  The ROSE tool was developed and refined during 2009 in the course of conducting case studies in Tanzania, Uganda, and Ghana. The tool has two main stages: a 2-3 day key informant or expert workshop, and an analysis of policy, legal and institutional constraints by a small in-country team following the workshop. In the first stage, workshop participants work through a set of steps aimed at identifying high potential REDD ‘project types’ and the main legal, political, and institutional ‘gaps’ constraining development of the identified project types. The ROSE tool is therefore relevant to the development of REDD+ at both the sub-national and national levels; in the three case study countries, the ROSE studies have provided key inputs to national ‘REDD+ Readiness’ processes. This report explains the ROSE methodology and process, and summarizes key findings of the three case studies, including a brief description of the high potential project types identified, and the main gaps or constraints to realising that potential.   Contacts: Michael Richards mrichards@forest-trends.org or Jacob Olander jolander@ecodecision.com.ec 

IUCN debate: How would you spend $100 billion on nature?
The latest issue of the World Conservation Magazine: Saving biodiversity – An economic approach (http://www.iucn.org/knowledge/publications_doc/world_conservation/ ) contains several articles on various topics such as financing for conservation, valuation of ecosystem services, REDD, green economy, to name just a few. 

The economics of biodiversity conservation tell us that current levels of spending fall far short of what’s needed to preserve our ecosystems. While we might be clear that more resources are needed to reduce biodiversity loss, we are less obvious how exactly that money could be used. In an effort to gain some greater insights into how best to spend our money on conservation, we would like to hear what you have to say. Imagine that a large amount of money suddenly became available to support biodiversity conservation… what would you do with it?

We have collected some views on this question in the Magazine (read them here), but would now like to hear what you have to say about it! 

-
How would you spend US$100 billion on nature conservation?

You are encouraged to encourage you to share your thoughts with us by posting a comment on our World Conservation debate website: 

http://www.iucn.org/knowledge/publications_doc/world_conservation/?uNewsID=5591 


REDD+ in dryland forests: Issues and prospects for pro-poor REDD in the miombo woodlands of southern Africa - IIED
Implementing REDD+ programs involves providing sufficient incentives to land users and requires a supportive policy, legal and institutional environment. Community-based natural resources management (CBNRM) in the miombo ecoregion of east and southern Africa has addressed these issues in its evolution. This has seen the evolution of policy, legal and institutional mechanisms that attach market value to commonly controlled resources and facilitate market-led conservation, leading to some successful sustainable management of natural resources. The lessons from CBNRM in the miombo ecoregion provide a basis on which REDD+ in dry-land forests can build. Three country case studies covering Zambia, Mozambique and Namibia were used to draw lessons from CBNRM that could inform pro-poor REDD as well as providing the likely opportunity costs of REDD+. The study draws on well - documented experiences of CBNRM and wide consultations undertaken by country experts during the study. To Download: http://www.iied.org/pubs/display.php?o=17506IIED 


GEF Sustainable Forest Management & REDD+ Investment Program

(GEF, 2010) 
This brief describes the Global Environment Facility (GEF) investment programme for sustainable forest management (SFM) and REDD+, as well as opportunities for funding of forest-related activities

in the fifth GEF cycle (GEF-5). It explains that, in GEF-5, a separate funding envelope for SFM/REDD+ will be available for countries to invest portions of their allocations from biodiversity, climate change and land degradation toward SFM/REDD+ projects in all types of forests (http://www.thegef.org/gef/sites/thegef.org/files/publication/REDDenglish.pdf). 


COURSES
Advanced Diploma in Environmental Conservation:  

There are still places left for 2010-11 starting on September 18th.

A part-time, two-year Advanced Diploma course at Oxford University which investigates global environmental issues and applies them at the local level. The course is taught via lectures, practicals and fieldtrips. It is continually assessed and includes a research project in the second year of study. Details of the syllabus, bursaries and application form can be seen on the website.

http://cpd.conted.ox.ac.uk/env/courses/ENVCONaddip/advanced_diploma.asp s

Course on R, data exploration, regression & GLM in Norwich, UK
A 5-day R & statistics course in Norwich, UK.

Dates: 23-27 August 2010

Number of participants: approximately 12

URL: http://www.highstat.com/statscourse.htm 
The course entails discussions on data exploration, regression and generalised linear modelling, and also contains an integrated R module. So, you will learn both R and statistics at the same time.

Location

The course will be held at the University of East Anglia's campus in Norwich, UK (http://www.uea.ac.uk/).  The campus is a 15 minute bus ride from the city centre and has affordable accommodation, and several food options. The Norwich airport (http://www.norwichairport.co.uk/) serves direct flights from many UK and European cities including Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and Manchester.

Program

* Monday: Introduction to R. (Importing data, accessing variables) based on the Beginner's Guide to R book written by Zuur and co-workers. Data exploration in R. This is based on Chapter 4 in Zuur et al. (2007) and a paper on data exploration published by Zuur et al. (2010).

* Tuesday & Wednesday: Linear regression models in R (theory, model specification, interactions, model selection, model validation, model interpretation and presentation of the results for a paper). This is based on Chapter 5 in Zuur et al. (2007).

*Thursday & Friday: Generalised linear models to analyse continuous data, count data, binary data and proportional data in R. We will use the gamma, Poisson, negative binomial and binomial distributions. Based on Chapters 8-10 in Zuur et al. (2009).

Pre-required knowledge

* Basic statistics. This course assumes no prior knowledge of R. This is a non-technical course.

Price:  500 GBP + 17.5% VAT


Training course:  Good Practice Stakeholder Participation... with a focus on the environment
Dates: Arrive evening of 18th October, finish at 4.00pm on 21st October 2010 

Location: Wye, Ashford, Kent, UK

For more information please see below and to book please complete an application form at http://www.dialoguematters.co.uk/docs/applicationform3.doc  and send to
training@dialoguematters.co.uk 
The course is held over 3 days and will help participants:

· Explore the benefits and challenges of involving stakeholders in decisions about the natural environment 

· Understand the principles and concepts of stakeholder participation 

· Learn practical facilitation skills and how to design a participation process

Online Ecological Survey Techniques courses, University of Oxford

5 week, part-time training courses taught via the internet:

Field Techniques for Surveying Vegetation- starts September 2010

Field techniques for Surveying Mammals & Reptiles – starts October 2010

For further course details and application procedures please visit: 
http://cpd.conted.ox.ac.uk/env/default.asp   or email envcon@conted.ox.ac.ukRecruitment 

International courses on Landscape Approaches and Forest Governance

Scholarships available for inhabitants of 61 countries!

The Government of the Netherlands is providing scholarships to people from 61 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe, to take part in two training courses organised by Wageningen University, in collaboration with RECOFTC and CIFOR:

1. Landscape Approaches: applying strategic planning approaches for good natural resources governance, 25 October -5 November 2010, at RECOFTC, Bangkok, Thailand (http://www.cdi.wur.nl/UK/newsagenda/agenda/Landscape_functions_and_people.htm) 
2. Governance for forests, nature and people: managing multi-stakeholder learning in sector rogrammes and policy processes, 22 November – 3 December 2010, at CIFOR, Bogor, Indonesia:(http://www.cdi.wur.nl/UK/newsagenda/agenda/Governance_for_forest_nature_and_people.htm). 

Find out if your country is on the list at 
http://www.nuffic.nl/international-organizations/services/scholarships/nfp/nfp-country-list 


GRANTS & AWARDS.

Whitley Fund for Nature – Call for applications for the Whitley Awards 2011

The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN) is a UK registered charity offering “Whitley Awards” to outstanding nature conservation leaders around the world.  Whitley Awards are both an international profile prize and a form of project grant (currently £30,000 over one year, with a top prize of £60,000 over two years).

The application process for the Whitley Awards 2011 is now open – the deadline for applications is Sunday October 31st 2010.

Please visit www.whitleyaward.org to download an application form and find guidance on how to apply.

The Awards will be presented by WFN Patron, HRH The Princess Royal, at the annual Whitley Awards Ceremony in May 2011 and successful applicants will receive funding in June 2011,

Whitley Awards are open to conservation leaders working in countries or regions of which they are nationals and that are not defined as a HIGH-INCOME ECONOMY by the World Bank (exceptions to this criterion include island nations in the Pacific and Caribbean and some countries in the Middle East). For full eligibility criteria, please visit http://whitleyaward.org/faq.php). 
To contact WFN, please email info@whitleyaward.org 



GBIF Young Researchers Award
Two awards of Euro 4,000 each will be made available in 2010.

The main objective of the award is to foster innovative research and discovery in biodiversity informatics by graduate students in masters and doctorate programs at universities in countries participating in the GBIF network.  It is expected that the awards will stimulate graduate students to develop new research in biodiversity informatics and also serve as an outreach mechanism to universities.  Further information available at: http://www.gbif.org/communications/news-and-events/showsingle/article/call-for-proposals-for-the-first-gbif-young-researchers-award-2010/ 
Deadline for applications 15 September 2010.

Smith Fellows 2011 Call for Proposals Announced

The Society for Conservation Biology is pleased to solicit applications for the David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship Program. These two year post-doctoral fellowships enable outstanding early-career scientists to improve and expand their research skills while directing their efforts towards problems of pressing conservation concern for the United States.

Each Fellow is mentored by both an academic sponsor who encourages the Fellow's continued development as a conservation scientist, and a conservation practitioner who helps to connect the Fellow and her/his research to practical conservation challenges.

Fellows will spend up to four weeks per year during their fellowship attending orientation and training events. These offerings provide opportunities to cultivate professional networks and to gain better understanding of applied research needs. Fellows will participate as a group in three or more of these Program-sponsored meetings, conferences, or professional development events each year.

The Program especially encourages individuals who want to better link conservation science and theory with pressing policy and management applications to apply. We envision that the cadre of scientists supported by the Smith Fellows Program eventually will assume leadership positions across the field of conservation science. Fellows are selected on the basis of innovation, potential for leadership and strength of proposal.

The deadline for receipt of application materials is 24 September 2010. The Program expects to select four Fellows in January 2011 for appointments to start between March and September 2011. Fellowship awards include an annual salary of $50,000, benefits, and generous travel and research budgets. For detailed proposal guidelines, please visit http://www.conbio.org/smithfellows/apply/. Questions may be directed to Shonda Foster, Program Coordinator, by emailing sfoster@conbio.org .

UK Landscape Award

The UK Landscape Award is a competition to find the best landscape in the UK. Nominate a project you have been involved in to create or restore a landscape, or encourage your local authority or an NGO to apply (deadline 27 August): http://www.uklandscapeaward.org/index.php 

The WCS Research Fellowship Program 

The WCS Research Fellowship Program (RFP) is a small grants program administered by the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Institute which, from 1993 to 2007, funded over 300 proposals totalling more than $3 million. The RFP grants help build research capacity for the next generation of conservation practitioners worldwide. The Program supports individual field research projects that have a clear application to conservation. 

In 2010, the RFP was re-designed and re-launched with a new focus of supporting work directly related to WCS priority land/seascapes, species, and/or the global challenges of wildlife health, climate change, human livelihoods, and natural resource extraction. The Program seeks to support the field work of graduate-level students (Masters, PhD, DVM, or equivalent) who will work with WCS staff in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and in special cases, North America (limited to Native Americans and First Nations, Métis, or Inuit). Collectively, the professionals receiving RFP grants will apply field-tested conservation science to the challenges facing the natural world.

We ask you to please forward the announcement for this opportunity to any conservation practitioners who might be interested in learning more. Individuals interested in submitting an RFP application should visit http://programs.wcs.org/grants for eligibility information. The application deadline is January 5, 2011. The maximum award is $20,000. For more information, please email fellowship@wcs.org. 


Rapid Response Facility invites grant applications

The Rapid Reponse Facility (RRF) invites small grant applications of up to $30,000 for UNESCO designated natural World Heritage Sites, and tentative sites facing emergency threats to their biodiversity. 

The RRF is a unique small grant programme jointly operated by Fauna & Flora International, UNESCO World Heritage Centre and the United Nations Foundation. With a target processing time for grant applications of just 8 working days, the RRF provides rapid support to enable conservation practitioners to respond quickly and effectively to emergencies in some of the world’s most important sites for biodiversity.
Eligible applications will: 

· address a threat(s) in a UNESCO designated natural World Heritage site (NWHS), or tentative NWHS site, in a developing country; 
· address a new conservation threat(s), or one that has increased significantly in recent days / weeks; 
· clearly demonstrate that an immediate response is critical to avoid / mitigate the impacts of the threat, and that more traditional funding mechanisms cannot make funding available quickly enough to ensure an effective response;
· clearly explain how RRF support will make a significant and measurable contribution to reducing the threats. 

There is no deadline for submission of grant applications. Applications are received, and funding decisions are made, on a rolling-basis and in response to need.    

To date the RRF has supported numerous rapid interventions in natural World Heritage sites, responding to the conservation impacts of a range of emergencies such as natural disaster, armed conflict and illegal activity within protected areas.  Examples of projects funded are: 

· Repair of vital communications infrastructure following devastating rebel attacks in Garamba National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo; 

· Restoration and evaluation of critical management functions within Sichuan Giant Panda Sanctuaries, China following a major earthquake;     

· Support to NGOs in and around Kerinci-Seblat National Park, Indonesia, to document and lobby against illegal road-building and encroachment within the national park and bufferzone forest;

· Field monitoring and media campaign to help ensure enforcement of protected area legislation in Belize and reduce negative impacts of infrastructure development  on the Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System.
Please help us to ensure that organisations working to conserve natural World Heritage sites, and tentative sites, know about the RRF and can seek assistance if an emergency arises. Please visit the RRF website (www.rapid-response.org)  for more information on funding criteria and details on how to make an application. To check if the site where you work is a NWHS or tentative NWHS visit: http://whc.unesco.org/en/list   

You can also email the RRF in English, French or Spanish at rrf@fauna-flora.org with any questions about eligibility and the application process. 


Earth Observation Technology Cluster – Small Grants for Knowledge Activities

The University of Nottingham is hosting an EO knowledge exchange project, funded under the NERC Technology Clusters programme. The aim is to promote communication regarding state-of-the-art technology used in EO of the land surface. Funding is available to support knowledge exchange activities in thematic or priority areas of terrestrial EO. See www.EOTechCLuster.org.uk for details. 



Funding Opportunities for Small Scale Initiatives – French GEF
The Small-Scale Initiatives Programme run by the French Global Environment Facility is designed to support civil society organisations in Africa which are actively working on biodiversity protection and climate change action.   The programme has been set up to help civil society organisations to:   undertake field projects in West and Central Africa, Madagascar and Mozambique, strengthen their technical, training, management and project monitoring capacities,  strengthen a small-scale projects monitoring network in West and  Central Africa,  strengthen their capacities for influencing environmental policy  choices in the countries concerned,  share and disseminate their experiences and successes.

There is a rolling programme of applications and full details are at: 

http://www.ffem.fr/jahia/Jahia/cache/offonce/lang/en/accueil/pid/26806;jsessionid=5F616BE7C3B7CC1630DD20C1B57BFF12 

Funding from Sita Trust

(from ONCF NEWS)

Sita Trust will be offering a new three-year Enriching Nature Programme that will run from 2010 - 2012.  The Trust has committed £8m in new funds to this programme. There will be three funding rounds per year in each of the years 2010, 2011 and 2012. Applicants may request up to £120,000 for an individual project. 

We welcome applications to this funding programme from not-for-profit organisations with projects that focus on conserving a species or habitat identified as a priority in the UK BAP process. As a previous applicant to SITA Trust’s Enriching Nature programme, we wanted to let you know of the new funds available. 

Applications to the new fund must be made online using our new online application system. Once you’ve registered on this system you can revisit your form as often as you wish before submitting it to the Trust for consideration. We will not see the form until you submit it to us. 

For more info on the programme including deadline dates and an application guide visit www.sitatrust.org.uk/nature-funding 


Google Grants Scheme

Google’s Geo Challenge Grants are a small grants program to provide nonprofits with the impetus and resources they need to take advantage of powerful and exciting online mapping tools. Further information at: http://blog.google.org/2008/10/introducing-googleorg-geo-challenge.html 



Small Grants for the Purchase of Nature

In 2001 the IUCN National Committee for the Netherlands (IUCN NL) started a new funding facility, the Small Grants for the Purchase of Nature programme (SPN). Financially supported by the National Postcode Lottery, the programme aims for the strategic purchase of threatened pieces of nature. Strategic can mean purchasing and securing a corridor between two protected areas in order to safeguard migration routes and the exchange of genetic material. It may also mean securing an area to form a buffer against encroaching agricultural or tourism developments. In a natural area that is rapidly converted to agricultural land, the purchase of small remnants of natural vegetation can have a massive impact on the conservation of local biodiversity. In line with other small grants facilities administered by the IUCN NL, a maximum amount of Euro 85.000 can be granted for projects submitted by local NGOs.  More info can be found on www.iucn.nl/english/funds/purchase/engels/what.htm 

To increase efficiency of the procedure, applicants are advised to send a brief outline of the proposed project first (3 pages maximum). Thus giving the SPN staff a better opportunity to see if the proposal fits within the criteria and to give valuable suggestions before time is invested in writing a full proposal.



Rufford Small Grants for Nature Conservation

Rufford Small Grants for Nature Conservation (RSGs) are aimed at small conservation programmes and pilot projects. They were set up in 1999 by The Rufford Maurice Laing Foundation.  RSG's are available to individuals and small groups.  Applications can be made at any time of the year, decisions are usually made within three months. They generally support projects of about a year's duration. Applications from non-first world areas are strongly encouraged.  For a list of the various grants they offer, please see www.ruffordsmallgrants.org 


National Geographic Offers Grants to Young Scientists

A Young Explorers Grants Program, has been launched by the National Geographic Society, with support from Lindblad Expeditions. The programme is aimed at individuals ages 18 to 25, and provides grants to help them fund projects in the fields of science, conservation and environmental studies, in major fields of study such as Anthropology, Archaeology, Astronomy, Biology, Geography, Oceanography, and Paleontology.

Twenty-five to 50 grants ranging from $2,000 to $5,000 will be provided each year to a select number of young adults who apply. Applications will be reviewed by a subcommittee of National Geographic's existing grant-making bodies - the Committee for Research and Exploration, the Expeditions Council and the Conservation Trust.  Grants will be made in fields traditionally supported by National Geographic, such as archaeology, wildlife biology, conservation and adventure.

Information on grant applications is available at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/yeg/  .


EVENTS

Hats off to Bats Activities
Hats off to Bats promises a summer of bat filled events to discover, understand and enjoy bats. Come along and learn about, look for and help bats in Cambridge.

BAT WALKS—local walks led by bat experts

Saturday 28th August—Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits, meet at 8pm at the entrance to East Pit on LimeKiln Road.

Friday 10th September—Stourbridge Common, meet at 7.30pm at the Riverside entrance to Stourbridge Common.

Places are limited on all events so please book by contacting Iain Webb on iain.webb@wildlifebcnp.org  or 01954 713531
Poster attached.



Co$ting Nature  - global analyses of the ecosystem services provided by protected areas - Mark Mulligan, King's College London, Senior Fellow UNEP-WCMC

Birdlife International, Girton, Cambridge, 
3rd September 1pm - 2pm

This presentation will cover recent efforts to quantify the realisable ecosystem services provided by the global protected area system, focusing initially on water (quantity, quality and regulation) and carbon (storage and sequestration) services.  We will present the Co$ting Nature global methods and results and follow up with a presentation of tools for more detailed (local to regional) analyses of water based ecosystem services.

Plum Week-end 

Bluntisham, Colne and Somersham 14-15 August

Plums and local orchards will be celebrated across these villages on Saturday the 14th and Sunday the 15th August between 11am and 5pm. Various orchards will open their gates for "Pick your own", there will also be the opportunity to take part in guided walks around the orchards led by specialist growers and tree wardens from the district. Learn about and taste the different varieties of plum from Early Rivers to Opal, Czar and Victorias. Walks and talks will also be led by local Bee-keepers. If you have a plum tree and you are not sure what variety it is there will be a "plum identifier" who can help and give advice regarding maintenance.
Village halls will host photo exhibitions, cooking demos, silk screen printing and the kids will love the open air laboratories which work towards compiling national surveys. Local pubs will serve plum based menus. Also local growers will have available such delights from Elderflower cordial to cider and cakes! This is a lovely opportunity to enjoy these beautiful spaces and to sample their fruits and help to raise awareness of the English orchard.

The "Plum Weekend" is organised by the Cambridgeshire Biodiversity partnership and is supported financially by Natural England's count-down 2010 funds as part of the traditional orchard partnership project managed by The National Trust. 

For further info go to www.orchardnetwork.org.uk or call Fabiola Blum on 01223 715697 or Bridget Halford on 07917554057


International Multi-Stakeholder Processes in Natural Resource Management: Learning from experience

Convened by ProForest, the University of Oxford (ECI Forest Governance Group) and the Rainforest Alliance.

The event will be held on Tuesday 14th September 2010, from 9.00am to 5.30pm, at the Oxford Conference Centre, Oxford, UK. This conference is open to all, but places are limited so please register now by completing our online registration form.

This event presents a unique opportunity to reflect on what has been learned from these processes and to seek practical solutions to common remaining challenges. It will bring together representatives from a range of constituencies, sectors and regions worldwide to discuss experiences and challenges and to generate ideas for undertaking meaningful and practical multi-stakeholder processes in natural resource management and land-use planning at all levels.
Further information at: http://www.proforest.net/conference 


The Biggest Threat to Biodiversity in the 21st Century

The End of Tradition?  Aspects of Commons and Cultural Severance in the Landscape

Conference to be held at Sheffield Hallam University

15th to 17th September 2010

The end of tradition and the impacts then of cultural severance are as big a threat as climate change to biodiversity & ecology - this major event being organised by Prof. Ian D. Rotherham and colleagues will look at the threats to biodiversity from cultural change and the abandonment of traditional management. We have heard much about climate change and the threats that this may pose in the future but ‘The End of Tradition’ is bigger and more current. The threats from global cultural change and abandonment of traditional landscape management increased in the last half of the 20th century and ten years into the 21st century show no signs of slowing down. Their impacts on global biodiversity and on people disconnected from their traditional landscapes pose real and serious economic and social problems which need to be addressed now. The conference will address the fundamental issues of whether we can conserve the biodiversity of wonderful and iconic landscapes and reconnect people to their natural environment. And, if we can, how can we do so and make them relevant for the 21st century. We will cover the lessons of archaeology, history and ecology and look at the challenges for modern-day management. Examples will be drawn from rural and urban commons, wooded landscapes, heaths, moors, coasts and wetlands. In particular, we wish to raise critically important issues of the loss and abandonment of tradition in terms of future sustainability, landscape quality and biodiversity. The conference will be international in flavour with leading researchers from around the world taking part. There will be displays and poster presentations throughout the three days. The event will have a strong community dimension and the organisers are keen to involve members of local groups, students and volunteers in the event. There will be opportunity to share and compare local, national and international experiences of the important challenges facing biodiversity in the 21st century. This will be a landmark discussion and debate with key organisations such as Natural England, the Woodland Trust, The Wildlife Trusts, the RSPB, BANC, OPAL, and many others.

 ‘The End of Tradition’ is a massive threat to heritage, history & biodiversity.

 Conference topics include:

· Conservation at the crossroads

· The impacts of changes from subsistence, often rural, communities and landscapes to technology driven agri-industry and urbanisation, and the consequences for local people

· Commons in the urban landscape and community involvement

· The historical and current uses and management of traditional ‘commons’

· The ‘common’ uses of landscapes and environmental resources now and historically, from medieval coppice woods to deer parks, from alpine pastures to grazing meadows, from coastal flats to peat bogs and fens

· The debates around perceived ‘re-wilding’ of natural areas or ‘abandonment’ and

· ‘dereliction’ of cultural landscapes 

· The decline of biodiversity and ecology

· Future visions and actions

Further info: http://www.ukeconet.co.uk/index.php/events/50-conferences/100-tradition-conf  


Growing Organically: Using church land as a model for environmental change

18 September 2010, 10am-4:15pm

Carrs Lane Church Center, Birmingham, B4 7SX

This conference will cover the importance of church land management, give practical examples and open opportunities for you to explore the possibilities church land may hold. The main speakers will be Professor Sir Ghillean Prance and Bishop James Jones, followed by informative and interactive workshops. Further info attached and at: www.arocha.org.uk For enquiries email kajsa.brittsjo@arocha.org 


Lecture: Climate Change – what does it demand of us? - Professor Mike Hulme, University of East Anglia 

Friday 8 October 2010 at 7.30pm

Emmanuel United Reformed Church, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1QA


Farming and Bird Conservation
Saturday 16 October 2010 
The Cambridgeshire Bird Club in cooperation with the British Trust for Ornithology and the RSPB will hold a conference on Farming and Bird Conservation on Saturday 16 October 2010 at Cottenham Village College, with field trips on Sunday 17 October. For details, please visit www.cambridgebirdclub.org.uk  or contact vicki.harley@care4free.net. 


Adapting Conservation to a Changing Climate

Natural England - BES Conference

11 - 12 January 2011, Charles Darwin House, London

Natural England and the British Ecological Society are organising a two-day conference in January 2011, exploring how practical conservation measures can facilitate adaptation to climate change. More information available soon via organisers

European Ecological Federation Congress 

Call for Session Proposals 

The European Ecological Federation has launched the website for its 12th  Congress, in Avila, Spain, on 25 – 29 September 2011: http://www.eefcongress2011.eu/index.php?idpagina=1&idioma=ang. The meeting is being organised jointly by the Spanish Association of Terrestrial Ecology (AEET) and Portuguese Ecological Society (SPECO), on behalf of the EEF. 

The European Ecological Federation encourages all ecological societies and colleagues to develop topics for symposia and/or workshops for the 12th EEF Congress: Deadline 12th November. 



Planet Under Pressure: new knowledge, new solutions, 
London, 7-10 May 2012

This major conference aims to attract 2500 of the world's leading thinkers on global-change research.

The four-day conference is sponsored by the International Council for Science's (ICSU) global environmental change research programmes. It will bring together natural, physical and social scientists, together with economists. It will also involve  engineers, health specialists and many others disciplines, plus with national and international policymakers, industry representatives, technologists, NGOs and development experts.

The event, provisionally booked for 7-10 May 2012, will take place prior to the next UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, also scheduled for that year. Presenting the latest research findings, the London conference is anticipated to provide a solid scientific foundation for the summit.
Further details: http://www.igbp.net/page.php?pid=531 

JOB VACANCIES

3 Positions at Fauna & Flora International

Part-time Projects Officer for West and Central Africa
This post will have responsibility for the administration, financial management and reporting of several significant ongoing grants to our Liberia Programme, as well as providing some relevant administrative support to the implementation of other projects in West and Central Africa.
The successful applicant will have a UK degree or equivalent level qualification in a relevant field, with a thorough knowledge and understanding of biodiversity conservation. S/he will have proven organisational and administrative skills, and will enjoy working in a dynamic environment where the ability to respond swiftly to changing organisational and team needs is paramount. Fluency in English is essential, as is a good working knowledge of verbal and written French. Experience in accounting and financial management is desirable, as is previous experience working in Africa and in an NGO environment. The closing date for applications is Thursday 12th August 2010. Interviews will be held during the week commencing 30th August 2010.
Programme Manager, Marine

We are offering a unique opportunity to be at the forefront of our developing marine programme. We are looking for a dynamic team player with a demonstrated commitment to the field of marine conservation, clear strategic thinking abilities and active on-the-ground project experience working on marine conservation, ideally in a developing country.
The Programme Manager, Marine, will take a key role within the Conservation Science team to develop and deliver our marine programme providing support and expertise to the regional and thematic teams. In addition, s/he will support the diverse elements of our work in regards to climate change adaptation, grant management and monitoring processes relating to both the marine and terrestrial environment. The closing date for applications is Monday 6th September 2010.
Programme Manager – Conservation Partnerships
FFI and Rio Tinto plc are seeking an experienced, committed and entrepreneurial individual to manage and coordinate the FFI – Rio Tinto Partnership. The Programme Manager will build on the work undertaken through the partnership assisting Rio Tinto to operationalise its biodiversity strategy, including achieving Net Positive Impact to biodiversity. The position requires the development of collaborative biodiversity monitoring and management projects at mine sites, and interventions at a landscape level that result in positive conservation outcomes. This is an exciting and dynamic role that will build on the work undertaken through the partnership, continue to develop its strategic direction, and implement a series of joint biodiversity projects overseas.
The successful applicant will have an advanced degree and at least 6 years experience of working on conservation issues in a developing country context and of environmental issues within the private sector. The Programme Manager will have excellent analytical and cognitive skills, and will have experience in project management, having worked in the field. The closing date for applications is Monday 30th  August 2010. Interviews will be held in mid September.
Further details of all 3 positions are attached.

Senior Programme Officer, Marine Assessment and Decision Support, Programme, UNEP-WCMC
The Marine Assessment and Decision Support Programme at UNEP-WCMC is convening a new global marine partnership on critical marine and coastal ecosystems. This partnership aims to convene a network of agencies, institutions and individuals together to develop, collate, maintain and deliver high resolution datasets (distributed where necessary and/or appropriate) that are critical to a range of contemporary assessments, analyses and processes.
To support this process we are seeking an experienced Senior Programme Officer to develop and execute an effective global marine data partnership on critical marine and coastal ecosystems, focusing on the following main activities:- 

· Collaborative development of an appropriate implementation framework for the partnership

· Co-developing a methodological framework

· Co-developing a sustainable funding strategy

The successful candidate will hold a postgraduate qualification in marine, ecology or a related discipline with a strong emphasis on one or more of the following, GIS, Remote Sensing, Ecological Niche Modeling, Database Management. S/he will be energetic, motivated and a solutions-orientated, big picture person.
To be considered for this role, applicants, must complete and send by 23rd  August 2010, an Application Form attaching their CV and a covering letter explaining why they are suitable for this role to recruitment@unep-wcmc.org.  For further information on this role, including the Application Form, please visit the jobs page on our website www.unep-wcmc.org.  Prospective candidates should note that interviews will take place on Wednesday 1st September 2010 and that this is not a UN post but is employed by the UK Charity WCMC.

Programme Officer (Projects Coordinator), Protected Areas Programme, UNEP-WCMC
Full-time Permanent, Salary circa £23,000
UNEP-WCMC is seeking an experienced Programme Officer to coordinate and manage the delivery of a GEF full sized project on Climate Change and Protected Areas in West Africa (CCPAWA), and provide management support to other Protected Areas projects.
The successful candidate will act as project coordinator for the CCPAWA project, establishing the project’s internal working procedures and coordination mechanisms with project countries and technical partners, to ensure adequate compliance of project implementation with UNEP procedures. S/he will hold a Higher Degree in natural or social sciences including conservation biology, environmental science, geography or international relations. We are looking for a candidate who has demonstrated understanding of the issues and concepts related to protected areas, climate change, biodiversity and development. S/he will be a highly motivated self starter, with a good balance of enthusiasm and realism for finding solutions to global biodiversity

challenges.
Applicants who meet the requirements set out in the Person Specification for this post, are invited, by 2 August 2010, to complete and send an Application Form attaching their CV to recruitment@unep-wcmc.org.  As the successful candidate will need to be fluent in both written English and French, we are asking for the Application Form to be completed in English and for a separate covering letter to be completed and submitted in French. For further information on this role, including the Application Form, please visit the jobs page on our website www.unepwcmc.org 

Applications are invited from all nationalities, however candidates must be eligible to work in the UK to be considered for this position. Prospective candidates should note that this is not a UN post but is employed by the UK Charity WCMC 2000 on behalf of UNEP-WCMC


Ecological/Personal Assistant
The position is based in East Sussex, 10 miles from Tunbridge Wells, on a large private estate. The successful applicant will work closely with and take direction from the estate manager who oversees the whole estate, which focuses on protecting the land, working hard to promote biodiversity and beauty, and using resources responsibly.

The ecological/personal assistant will be involved in a diverse range of projects including assisting the estate manager with writing monthly and annual reports and coordinating mapping and wildlife monitoring software.  

It is important that this person takes instruction well and can work on their own initiative.  Requirements include a 2:1 university degree in ecology, land management, environmental science or a related discipline and previous experience with conservation and/or project management is an asset.  This will be a full-time position.  

To apply, please submit a cover letter and your CV to Anna Morgan at anna.morgan@nyland.org.uk  by Friday August 13th.  

International Adviser, Zagros Mountain Biodiversity Conservation Project
UNDP/GEF/Zagros Mountain Biodiversity Conservation Project (Iran) is seeking competent candidates for its vacant position of International Adviser (Part-time entitlement). 

Attached is the Draft TOR for the aforementioned post for your kind consideration/distribution. 

Applicants are kindly requested to send letter of interests along with the most updated version of their CVs to the project email: info@cbcz.ir. 
Those who need further information are kindly requested to contact the project office via the same email address.

Please note that the deadline for submission of applications is Saturday 6th August 2010.


Director, Impact Assessment and Measures, RARE
The Director, Impact Assessment and Measures position is a challenging opportunity for a monitoring and evaluation expert to help create a scientifically rigorous and unique monitoring and evaluation program for Rare. This role will be responsible for creating and validating a set of standards to ensure that Rare is designing and executing projects with clear and measurable outcomes, especially around behavior change, conservation threat reduction, and biological impact. Joining a team of global programmatic specialists, the Director of Impact Assessment and Measures will work to establish monitoring protocols and to convene specialized external expert panels to support Rare’s social marketing (Pride) campaigns that inspire conservation action and community behavior change around the world.


Project Director, Buffer Zone Project – Congo Country Program, WCS
The Wildlife Conservation Society currently seeks candidates for the position of Project Director for the Nouabalé-Ndoki Buffer Zone Project.  The buffer zone includes 1.3 million hectares of logging concessions surrounding the Nouabalé-Ndoki National Park (NNNP).  The logged forests are managed for timber and wildlife, and support healthy populations of large mammals like lowland gorillas, chimpanzees, and forest elephants.  Due to its biological richness, the buffer zone forms part of the Sangha Tri National protected area network (with Cameroon and Central African Republic), and also forms the center of the WCS Ndoki-Likouala Landscape, linking the Nouabalé-Ndoki National Park with the Lac Télé Community Reserve (LTCR) to the east.  In addition to its ecological integrity, the area is important for the forest and game resources that it provides for local communities.  
The Buffer Zone Project is a partnership between WCS, the government of Congo (Ministry of Water and Forests - MEF) and the Congolaise Industrielle des Bois (CIB) logging company to manage wildlife in five logging concessions in the periphery of the national park.  The project employs approximately 70 permanent and temporary workers, and has an annual budget of $550,000 - 750,000.  Project activities focus on law enforcement, community conservation, environmental education and community outreach, ecological and socio-economic research and monitoring and promoting alternatives to hunting as a source of protein and revenue.  The project plays the principle role in establishing and maintaining wildlife management systems through the delimitation of hunting zones, management of controlled hunts, and establishment of community resource management committees.  The project also significantly influences forestry practices through its collaboration with CIB.   

Education and Skills:

· Masters degree, preferably in a conservation-related field (PhD considered a plus);

· Written and spoken fluency in French and English;

· At least three years of experience in protected area/project management, preferably in Africa.  An emphasis on working with local communities and some knowledge of forestry is desirable;

· Strong organizational and proven managerial skills;

· Ability to work in difficult and politically challenging conditions.

· Strong leadership skills and the ability to collaborate with Congolese counterparts

· Ability to develop workplans and budgets 

· Proven ability in reporting and proposal writing

· Good communication skills, both written and verbal, as well as strong analytical skills;

· Strong interpersonal skills, an ability to work well with a wide variety of people in a team setting, ability to negotiate with government and private sector, and, ideally, a sense of humor.

Interested candidates should send a CV and a cover letter explaining:

Why the candidate feels biodiversity conservation is important in today’s global context; 

Why conservation is important for local communities;

Why the candidate wants to be involved in these issues and what they believe will be their contribution if hired. 

These documents and or requests for detailed terms of reference should be sent to Paul Telfer (ptelfer@wcs.org), with copies to Pamela Watim (pWatim@wcs.org).   Applications will be reviewed as they are received; and the position filled as soon as possible.



Programme Coordinator: Civil Society Capacity Building for Preventive Anti-Corruption measures in Reducing Emission through Deforestation and Degradation mechanisms, Transparency International
Location: TI-Secretariat, Berlin, Germany

Closing Date: 10-Aug-2010

More: http://www.transparency.org/contact_us/work. 

Two Jobs at The Biodiversity Consultancy Ltd
The BIodiversity Consultancy Ltd is seeking:
1. A Principal Consultant - to lead on relationships, project design and implementation with key clients (5-10 years experience).

2. A Researcher / Technical Analyst - to undertake problem solving, paper writing and analysis (1-5 years experience, depending on qualification).
Further details of both positions attached.  Application deadline for both posts is 30th August.


Programme Coordinator, PAC-REDD, Transparency International
Transparency International (TI) is currently seeking a Programme Coordinator for its new project on Preventive Anti-Corruption measures in REDD mechanisms (PAC REDD). The position is based in Berlin, Germany, with regular international travel. The announcement here attached includes a description of the position and its requirements.

Qualified candidates should submit, via email, a covering letter stating their motivation, a CV, contact details of three relevant referees, and their salary expectations to:

PAC-REDD-job@transparency.org.  Please refer to the attached job announcement for more details on how to apply. The closing date for this position is 10th  August 2010.



Smith Fellows 2011 Call for Proposals Announced

The Society for Conservation Biology is pleased to solicit applications for the David H. Smith Conservation Research Fellowship Program. These two year post-doctoral fellowships enable outstanding early-career scientists to improve and expand their research skills while directing their efforts towards problems of pressing conservation concern for the United States.

Each Fellow is mentored by both an academic sponsor who encourages the Fellow's continued development as a conservation scientist, and a conservation practitioner who helps to connect the Fellow and her/his research to practical conservation challenges.

Fellows will spend up to four weeks per year during their fellowship attending orientation and training events. These offerings provide opportunities to cultivate professional networks and to gain better understanding of applied research needs. Fellows will participate as a group in three or more of these Program-sponsored meetings, conferences, or professional development events each year.

The Program especially encourages individuals who want to better link conservation science and theory with pressing policy and management applications to apply. We envision that the cadre of scientists supported by the Smith Fellows Program eventually will assume leadership positions across the field of conservation science. Fellows are selected on the basis of innovation, potential for leadership and strength of proposal.

The deadline for receipt of application materials is 24 September 2010. The Program expects to select four Fellows in January 2011 for appointments to start between March and September 2011. Fellowship awards include an annual salary of $50,000, benefits, and generous travel and research budgets. For detailed proposal guidelines, please visit http://www.conbio.org/smithfellows/apply/. Questions may be directed to Shonda Foster, Program Coordinator, by emailing sfoster@conbio.org .


WCS Research Fellowship Program
The WCS Research Fellowship Program (RFP) is a small grants program administered by the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) Institute which, from 1993 to 2007, funded over 300 proposals totalling more than $3 million. The RFP grants help build research capacity for the next generation of conservation practitioners worldwide. The Program supports individual field research projects that have a clear application to conservation. 

In 2010, the RFP was re-designed and re-launched with a new focus of supporting work directly related to WCS priority land/seascapes, species, and/or the global challenges of wildlife health, climate change, human livelihoods, and natural resource extraction. The Program seeks to support the field work of graduate-level students (Masters, PhD, DVM, or equivalent) who will work with WCS staff in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and in special cases, North America (limited to Native Americans and First Nations, Métis, or Inuit). Collectively, the professionals receiving RFP grants will apply field-tested conservation science to the challenges facing the natural world.

We ask you to please forward the announcement for this opportunity to any conservation practitioners who might be interested in learning more. Individuals interested in submitting an RFP application should visit http://programs.wcs.org/grants  for eligibility information. The application deadline is January 5, 2011. The maximum award is $20,000. For more information, please email fellowship@wcs.org. 

3 Post-docs, University of Queensland
Three post-doctoral research positions are available within The Ecology Centre at The University of Queensland.

The first position concerns spatial prioritisation analyses see 
http://seek.com.au/users/apply/index.ascx?Sequence=36&PageNumber=1&jobid=17662289.  Closes 5th August 2010.  
The second position is focussed on climate change adaptation research see 
http://www.seek.com.au/users/apply/index.ascx?Sequence=65&PageNumber=1&jobid=17749870.  Closes 20th August 2010.
The third position concerns species population modelling and prioritisation (will be advertised shortly on SEEK). Closes 17th of August 2010.

The position descriptions are attached.

Ten PhD Studentships:  Value of Forests to Society
10 fully funded PhD studentships are available for students from anywhere in the world (USA, Madagascar, UK, Australia, Bangladesh, France etc etc) to work on topics related to the value of forests to society (including economics, governance, silviculture and ecosystem services).

Studentships will be held jointly between 2 of the following 7 institutions: University of Copenhagen, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangor University, Dresden University of Technology, University of Göttingen, AgroParisTech, University of Padova) in the general area of Forest and Nature for Society (FONASO).

Students from anywhere in the world are eligible to apply (though students from the EU cannot register in the country where they carried out their most recent degree).  Please see the FONASO website for more details of eligibility, the application process and topics (http://www.fonaso.eu/). 
The topics listed below are of interest to Dr Julia Jones at Bangor University.. 
· What are forests for? Examining trade offs in forest valuations

· How do monitoring limitations influence the optimal design and internal governance of Payments for Ecosystem Services projects in tropical forests?

· The carbon footprint of forest ecotourism

· Mechanisms to reduce deforestation and Greenhouse gas emissions in tropical forests

If you are interested in applying for one of these then do feel free to contact her: julia.jones@bangor.ac.uk;  website: http://www.bangor.ac.uk/~afs403/ 

EU scholarship:  Consequences of the international forest regime
University of Goettingen, Germany
The Forests for Nature and Society (fonaso) Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctoral Programme invites applications on questions relating to national consequences and effects of international forest policy and the international forest regime. Under the theme "The international forest regime as driver for sustainable national forest policies" applicants are invited to submit relevant research proposals until 1 October 2010 (fonaso call 2.6 at http://www.fonaso.eu/Research%20Topics/Category%202.aspx#6). For questions on this topic please contact Lukas Giessen (lgiesse@uni-goettingen.de).


Fall 2010 Volunteer Positions at Aras & Kuyucuk Bird Ringing (Banding) Stations in northeastern Turkey
In fall 2010, ringing will begin at both Aras and Kuyucuk stations on August 15, 2010 and will end on October 30, 2010. We are looking for volunteers who will help ring birds at our stations between these dates. The facilities are basic but comfortable, with amenities such as hot showers and western-style flush toilets. Minimum participation must be at least 15 days, ideally one month or more. While we cover local expenses like food, accommodation and local transportation, unfortunately we can not cover travel expenses to/from Kars.

Anybody who is interested and can volunteer at least 15 days between the dates mentioned above should get in touch with  onder@kuzeydoga.org    and let him know your name, last name, the dates you are available, and any questions.

More info: http://www.kuzeydoga.org/index.php/archive/164-fall2010 


Volunteer Field Assistants, Bioko Island, Equatorial Guinea

Volunteer field assistants (3-4) needed for September 15, 2010 – January 15, 2011, for field work on Bioko Island, Equatorial Guinea, West Africa.

Research will focus on the feeding ecology and habitat use of two species of colobus monkeys on the island. This research is being conducted as part of a Ph.D. project through Drexel University and the Bioko Biodiversity Protection Program. Field assistant duties include daily forest patrols for monkeys, observing monkeys and collecting activity pattern and feeding data, collecting and processing plant samples and conducting vegetation surveys. The field site is within the Gran Caldera de Luba (a volcanic crater) and has a very rugged terrain. The site is remote and does not have electricity or facilities, therefore all volunteers will be living in tents. Applicants must be able to hike steep hills, withstand the simple and minimalistic conditions of camp, and maintain a positive and energetic attitude despite long hours. Assistants will enjoy fantastic wildlife viewing (wide variety of monkeys, birds, duikers and frogs) and amazing scenery in a place where not many people get to travel. Food, housing (tent) and travel while on the island will be provided. Assistants must provide their own airfare to and from Bioko Island. To apply, please send a cover letter detailing interests, previous experience and days of availability, resume and list of 2 references to Maggie Cunningham (mmc93@drexel.edu). 


Volunteer, UNEP-WCMC

Are you looking summer work experience with a conservation organization?

UNEP-WCMC is looking for a dedicated volunteer to support the Communications Teams of a number of large, high-profile conservation projects in the areas of biodiversity indicators and assessments. The volunteer would be required to provide general assistance for key tasks including website maintenance, proof-reading and the collation of an image library. 

Applicants should have a strong interest in biodiversity conservation and be willing to learn new skills. No specific experience or qualifications are needed. The position would be ideal for an A level or undergraduate student looking for some work experience out of term time. Basic expenses will be covered..  Please send a CV along with a short summary highlighting your interest to Anna Chenery (anna.chenery@unep-wcmc.org).


Volunteers: Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Biological Records Centre
The Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Biological records centre (CPBRC) is looking for volunteers to help with our work in Cambridgeshire.  Ideally, we are looking for people with data entry and/or GIS skills who want to further their career in conservation by volunteering in an office environment.  Our small staff base works in partnership with the Wildlife Trust, Natural England and local authorities to deliver effective conservation decisions in Cambridgeshire.  The post would be based at our office in Cambourne; days/hours flexible by negotiation.  For more information please contact john.cornell@cpbrc.org.uk  or telephone 01954 713571


Volunteers: IUCN Red List of Threatened Molluscs

There are several IUCN projects currently compiling data to assess the threatened status of Freshwater Molluscs, one of the most high threatened groups of invertebrates.  Over the next year we are hoping to upload information on about 1500 of the c. 5000 species. We are seeking volunteers to assist with the preparation of data-sheets on status, compilation of maps into ARCview GIS system and editing of the data-base.  This exciting set of projects will be launched in phases over the next 18 months.

No experience required, although some knowledge of freshwater Molluscs would be useful.  Volunteers should have an enthusiatic attitude to conservation work, an understanding of basic word-processing packages and ideally some expertise on using GIS systems.

Volunteers can work remotely although access to Cambridge, the libraries and the IUCN offices would be ideal.

Contact:  Dr Mary Seddon, Chair IUCN Mollusc Specialist Group: Tel:  + 44 773 888 4804

E-mail:  Mary@mollusca.org.uk;  Landsnails@gmail.com 


Red List Volunteer, IUCN Species Programme: The Red List Unit

Voluntary position 

Flexible

Office based: Cambridge

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species provides taxonomic, conservation status and distribution information on taxa that have been globally evaluated using the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria.

This is a great opportunity to gain experience with a conservation organization, to learn about Red Listing and to develop GIS skills. We are looking for a keen individual to support the European species assessments of molluscs and plants.

If you have a background in conservation or geography, and want the experience of working within a conservation organisation then please contact us. 

Experience with ESRI Arcview 3.X or ArcGIS and fluency in other European languages will be useful. 

In return we will provide GIS training for the tasks required.

Main duties and responsibilities

•
Assist in the collation and organization of data.

•
Assist in the digitization and mapping of data.

•
Such other duties as may be required from time to time.  

Please send applications to melanie.bilz@iucn.org or annabelle.cuttelod@iucnorg or alternatively write to Red List Volunteer, IUCN Species Programme, 209c Huntingdon Road, Cambridge, CB3 0DL.



Volunteer Positions, UNEP-WCMC 

The mission of the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) is to evaluate and highlight the many values of biodiversity and put authoritative biodiversity knowledge at the centre of decision-making. The Centre is based near the Girton end of the Huntingdon Road in Cambridge.  We are seeking a small number of volunteers.

Library:  We are looking for a person/people who would be willing to volunteer for at least ½ a day a week on an ongoing basis to assist with library maintenance.  This would ideally be someone with knowledge or experience of working in a library, and familiarity with specific library software packages would be advantageous.  However, we would be happy to hear from anyone who is enthusiastic and has a willingness to learn new skills.  For more information please call on 01223 277314 Ext 210, or email Gillian.Warltier@unep-wcmc.org .



Volunteer opportunities at Birdlife International

Want a job in conservation? Come and gain relevant experience and enhance your CV by working with an international conservation NGO.

There are opportunities to volunteer at the BirdLife International global secretariat in Cambridge, working in the Science department on data-entry, research and other tasks to support our science work. If you are interested, please send a CV and cover letter to science@birdlife.org .

There are opportunities working with the Conservation Leadership Programme, project management aspects including monitoring and evaluation. If you are interested, please send a CV and cover letter to clp@birdlife.org. 

We require some additional volunteer help to maintain our extensive ornithological Library. This could involve photocopying, filing and reorganising some of our files, and keeping shelves tidy and in order. We are looking for someone who could contribute around ½ day a week. For further information email:  john.sherwell@birdlife.org.
BirdLife International is a global Partnership of national conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people towards sustainability in the use of natural resources. The Science Division in the global Secretariat (Cambridge) runs a number of global programmes to help support the Partnership’s work, through research, priority-setting, coordination, managing and analysing data and supporting policy, advocacy and communications work. The Conservation Leadership Programme (CLP) is a partnership of five organizations working to develop the potential of future biodiversity conservation leaders by providing a range of awards, training, advice and sustained support via an active international network of practitioners.

DIARY

August
Monday 2nd August, 7-9 PM

CCF Pub Night

The Castle, Castle St

Wednesday 4th August, 12.00

Tiger Day

Shepreth Wildlife Park
Further info:

http://www.sheprethwildlifepark.co.uk/Html/news/tigerday.html 

9-13 August 2010

Old-growth and Primeval Forests: Ecology, Conservation and Management
Sundsvall, Sweden, 

Further info: www.prifor2020.org  

14 – 15 August

Plum Week-end 

Bluntisham, Colne and Somersham

For further info see:

 www.orchardnetwork.org.uk  

18 – 20 August

EcoHealth 2010 Conference:

London
Further info: http://www.ecohealth2010.org/ 
23 - 28 August, 2010

Forests for the Future: Sustaining Society and the Environment - XXIII 2010 IUFRO World Congress

Seoul, Korea - 

Further info: http://www.iufro2010.com 
Saturday, 28th August, 20:00 

BAT WALK

Cherry Hinton Chalk Pits, meet at 8pm at the entrance to East Pit on LimeKiln Road.
Please book with Iain Webb: 
iain.webb@wildlifebcnp.org
September

31 August 2010 –3 September 
Workshop: Forest governance, decentralisation and REDD in Latin America 

Mexico City, Mexico
Further info: 

http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/Events/CIFOR/decentralisation-redd.htm 
1 – 3 September

Compassionate Conservation symposium - animal welfare in conservation practice.
Lady Maragret Hall, Oxford
Further info: 

http://www.compassionateconservation.org/ 

Friday, 3 September, 13:00 

Co$ting Nature - global analyses of the ecosystem services provided by protected areas - Mark Mulligan, King's College London, Senior Fellow UNEP-WCMC
Birdlife International, Girton, Cambridge

Friday, 10th September, 19:00 

BAT WALK

Stourbridge Common, meet at 7.30pm at the Riverside entrance to Stourbridge Common
Please book with Iain Webb: 
iain.webb@wildlifebcnp.org
7 – 9 September 

British Ecological Society Annual Meeting 2010, Leeds University 

Further  info: 

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/meetings/current_future_meetings/2010_annual_meeting/index.php 

8-10 September

Ten Years of War Against Poverty: What Have We Learned and What Should We Do
Brooks World Poverty Institute, Manchester, UK.
Further info: 

http://www.chronicpoverty.org/events/event/20091015-ten-years-of-poverty-what-have-we-learned-since-2009-and-what-should-we-do-2010-2020 
13 – 17 September

8th Annual Colloquium of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law: Linkages between Biodiversity and Climate Change

Ghent, Belgium
Further info: 

http://www.iucnael.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=113%3A2010-colloquium-at-ghent-university-in-belgium&catid=96%3Afeatured&Itemid=9&lang=en 
13-16 September 

Future Landscape Ecology, International Association for Landscape Ecology UK 2010 conference

Brighton & Hove 
Further info: www.iale.org.uk 

Tuesday, 14 September

International Multi-Stakeholder Processes in Natural Resource Management: Learning from experience

Oxford Conference Centre, Oxford, UK

Further info: http://www.proforest.net/conference 

15-17 September 2010 

The End of Tradition? Aspects of Commons and Cultural Severance in the Landscape

Sheffield
Further info: www.ukeconet.co.uk 
17 – 19 September

2nd Yale/UNITAR Global Conference on Environmental Governance and Democracy: Strengthening Institutions to Address Climate Change and Advance a Green Economy 

Yale University
Further info: http://www.unitar.org/egp 
Saturday, 18 September 2010, 10- 16:30

Growing Organically: Using church land as a model for environmental change

Carrs Lane Church Center, Birmingham, B4 7SX
Further info: www.arocha.org.uk 
September 21-27, 2010

Forest Landscapes and Global Change - IUFRO Landscape Ecology International Conference

Bragança, Portugal 

Further info: http://www.ipb.pt/iufro2010 

27-28 September 2010 

12th BIOECON Conference: From the Wealth of Nations to the Wealth of Nature: Rethinking Economic Growth
Centro Culturale Don Orione Artigianelli, Venice, Italy
Further info: http://www.bioecon.ucl.ac.uk/. 
26-30 September 2010 

International conference: 'Global Change and the World's Mountains' 

Perth, Scotland 
Further info: 

http://www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/mountainstudies/2010 
Forthcoming
Friday, 8 October, 19:30

Lecture: Climate Change – what does it demand of us? - Professor Mike Hulme, University of East Anglia 

Emmanuel United Reformed Church, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1QA

10 October

Wildscreen international wildlife and environmental film making Festival
Bristol
Further info: www.wildscreenfestival.org 
16-17 October

Farming and Bird Conservation

Cottenham Village College
Further info: www.cambridgebirdclub.org.uk 
18-29 October

CBD CoP 10

Nagoya

Further info: http://www.cbd.int/cop10/ 

Fri, 22 October – Sat, 23 October

WildPhotos nature photography symposium

RGS, London
Further details: www.wildphotos.org.uk 
8 - 12 November 2010 

Europe-Africa Frontier Research Conference on Dynamic Interlinkages Between Social and Ecosystem Changes: Towards a Europe-Africa Partnership 2010

Hulshort, The Netherlands
Further info: www.esf.org/conferences/10339 
11-13 November 2010 

Second International Conference on Science in Society

Carlos III University, Madrid, Spain
Further info: www.ScienceinSocietyConference.com 
11 - 12 January 
Adapting Conservation to a Changing Climate - Natural England & BES Conference
Charles Darwin House, London

2-5 May 2011 

Conference on Wind Energy and Wildlife Impacts

Trondheim, Norway
Further info: www.cww2011.nina.no 
14-18 May 2011

2nd Int’l Marine Conservation Congress: Making Marine Science Matter
Victoria Convention Centre, British Columbia, 
Further info:

http://www.conbio.org/IMCC2011/.    
25-29 September 2011 

European Ecological Federation Congress 

Avila, Spain
Further info: 

http://www.eefcongress2011.eu/index.php?idpagina=1&idioma=ang 
7-10 May 2012 

Planet Under Pressure: new knowledge, new solutions

London
Further info: http://www.igbp.net/page.php?pid=531 
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