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CCF Annual Symposium – 

Break-out session

6th January 2011

The 2010 CCF Annual Symposium identified a Vision for CCF and highlighted the need for strengthening collaborations between CCF members. 

This year’s break-out session had two main aims: allow people to meet, discuss and network with each others and build on this Vision to suggest potential collaborative projects and how CCF could support them. Ten break-out groups addressed individually three specified topics: Biodiversity, Freshwater, Ecosystem Services. A fourth one emerged during the discussions: Communication and Collaboration. Each group proposed a certain number of main issues of common interest and “Recommendations for action”, focusing on concrete, down-to-earth solutions that need to be addressed in the next 2 years and that could lead to collaborative projects between the CCF members. These issues are summarized below:

Biodiversity

	Communication/ Participation
	

	· Increase CCF members participation in National Science Week


	CCF to provide information and encourage participation, CCF members taking participants on tours of local natural areas

	· Urban biodiversity outreach in Cambridge
	

	· Nature walks and youth award for natural history
	

	· Raise awareness of the new Red List of Threatened Habitats
	CCF Newsletter

	Policy
	

	· Exchange group of CCF members to strengthen influence on government
	Discussion groups

	· Exchange ideas on how to track progress towards 2020 targets 
	Discussion groups on specific targets (bringing people from outside CBG)

	· Build synergies among international conventions prior to Rio
	Workshop to identify areas where CCF can make a difference.

	Lessons learnt
	

	· Share good practice on stakeholder engagement and conflict resolution between users around biodiversity issues
	CCF seminar/discussion. 

	· Share CCF report and evaluation tool on measures of conservation success (Macarthur funded work)
	Circulate docs and tool, Follow-up workshop. Review of tool/framework as MPhil/BA project. Consider further funding application to develop tool

	· How to link biodiversity decline with management decisions with a view to finding ‘tipping points’ where interventions are needed
	A general CCF discussion or potentially a theme for a number of talks

	· How to increase policy uptake in the impact of agriculture intensification on biodiversity?
	CCF seminar/discussion

	· Raising awareness on soil biodiversity and its importance in conservation. 
Advocate for consolidated detailed land classification map
	CCF seminar

	Science/Research
	

	· Why do conservation projects succeed or fail? What is their impacts/effectiveness?
	Research project

	· Biodiversity in modified landscapes (e.g. looking at newly planted forests)
	Possibly a long term assessment project

	· “Safe” limits for Biodiversity loss (OR how much biodiversity is really needed on the planet?)
	

	· Support for mandatory field courses (including on taxonomy) in undergraduate zoology and plant sciences courses
	Eventually through CCI. CCF members who run courses to make more field courses mandatory or directly tied to exams. CCF members to write letters of support to the universities.

	Economy
	

	· Review current expenditure on “biodiversity” (e.g. in Protected Areas, etc.)

· Eventually, contribution from the CCF members to highlight how much is spent on conservation and on what aspects?
	Paper/Review


Freshwater/Marine

	CCF Structure
	

	· Reactivate the CCF Marine Sub-Committee 
	Newsletter, using emerging technologies, social networks, CCF Sub-Committee to contact all members 

	· Increase freshwater expertise into CCF
	Invite new freshwater members

	Communication/ Participation
	

	· Preach by example: develop water use efficiency targets/policies for CCF members
	

	Policy
	

	· Establishment of riparian biodiversity zones alongside all water courses
	

	Lesson learnt
	

	· Share good practice on freshwater reserves inundated by sea. 
	Seminar or Google group

	· Share best practice on how to predict and deal with the effects of changing rainfall patterns on wetland reserves; ephemeral wetlands 
	Email to CCF members to see if there is any interest in exploring this in a workshop 

	· Defining Freshwater Important Plant Areas, and their implications for conservation.
	Sharing Plantlife International document, once it is finished.


Ecosystem services

	CCF Structure
	

	· Involve lawyers in the debate on ecosystem services related to “polluter pays” principle.
	

	Communication
	

	· What is the cultural and inspirational value of biodiversity? Methodologies and indicators to enhance public understanding
	Review. Seminar. Future work on indicators?

	· Raising awareness of agricultural land as providing more services than food production
	CCF seminar/discussion

	Lessons learnt
	

	· Case studies on technical aspects, process and mainstreaming at the policy/gvt level (with an aim to have a site specific tool kit on ES evaluations tested in several sites by Rio+20)
	CCF website

	Science/Research
	

	· Does biodiversity matter for ecosystem services (synergies vs. conflicts between biodiversity and ecosystem services)? 
	Review Paper, Seminar

	· Develop standardized aims, objectives and methods for ecosystem services assessment
	Theme symposium 

	· Identify gaps in the science to support economic modelling (mangroves, pollination and saltmarshes put forward as potential examples) 
	CCF discussion group, Call for interest in the Newsletter 

	· Resilience and flexibility of biodiversity to respond to change -  “sustainagility” 
	Lunchtime discussion



	· BirdLife International toolkit on ecosystem services needs partners to field-test. 
	

	· Risk assessment of valuing ecosystem services. The potential dangers of the TEEB approach.
	CCF seminar/discussion


Collaboration/Communication

	CCF Structure
	

	· Link CCF members with common interests
	Zoning of interests (e.g. projects with similar themes) and technical expertise

User-generated website directory of projects/issues, social networking, (see Conservation collaboration’ website for idea), sub-groups, email groups, Google groups, general interest form.

	· Shared training for CCF members on languages, workshop facilitation, fundraising, economics and environment, etc.
	

	Communication
	

	· The CCF Plain English guide to conservation
	Booklet, webpage, Wikipedia page

	· Awareness raising of global agreements in plain English
	CCF Publication identifying CCF members involved in each target.

	Policy
	

	· Share information among CCF members and others before and after international meetings/summits.
	CCF Newsletter, Summaries for email or web

	Lessons learnt
	

	· Share effective ways to communicate the value of biodiversity and both how and what ordinary people value. 
	

	· Broadening quality of monitoring data for all taxa: Expansion, Compilation, and Dissemination of information within Conservation organisations
	Through capacity building, “training the trainers”, data sharing platform or using currently existing platforms. 

	· Conservation Evidence (www.conservationevidence.com): increase CCF members’ use of and contribution
	

	Science/Research
	

	· Estimating level of public understanding of biodiversity and ecosystem services.
	Review paper and possible research project  
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