CCF COUNCIL

13 January 2009


[image: image1.jpg]Cambridge %/,
Conservation forum




Minutes

CCF COUNCIL MEETING 17th November 2009

Natural England, Cambridge
Present: Pamela Abbott, Chair; Pete Carey Deputy Chair; Toby Gardner, Treasurer; Rosie Trevelyan; Richard Phillips, BAS; Ben Buckley, Wildlife Research Group; Rachel Austin, FFI; David Allen IUCN; Carolyn Göhler, Cambridge PPF; Louise bacon, Cambridgeshire Bird Club; Peter Herkanrath, UNEP-WCMC; Martin Kaonga, A Rocha; Chris Smith, natural England; Francine Hughes Anglia Ruskin University; Bill Sutherland, Dept of Zoology
1. Apologies Val kapos; Andy Clarke; Bill Adams; Nigel Cooper; David Coomes; Keith Virgo; Bill Thorpe
2. Minutes of previous meeting: Approved with change to “Cambridgeshire Bird Club” not “Cambridge Bird Club”
3. Matters arising

None

4. CCI– CCF was asked to look amongst its membership for likely teachers and supervisors for the ne w masters course in Conservation Leadership. In particular Nigel leader Williams would like to know what the students will need to know to become ‘conservation leaders’.  P. Carey mentioned that project management training was vital.
Bill Sutherland asked if there was anyone in CCF who could help with the branding of CCI. The answer was probably ‘yes’ but people were asked to think about this.

CCF was unsuccessful in its bid for CCI funding to continue with the ‘Measures of Success’ project that we originally had funded by MacArthur Foundation. At the time of the meeting it was unclear why CCF was unsuccessful.

A meeting was announced that CCI would be meeting LWEC coordinator Andrew Watkinson and Defra Chief Scientific Advisor Bob Watson on 22nd January. CCF was invited to send a representative.

5. 2010 Annual Symposium
It was announced that the programme was almost finalised and all agreed it looked like it would be a very exciting day. People were invited to register as places were limited and were going quickly.

The one session remaining to be finalised was that on REDD. Peter Herkenrath agreed to make a ‘splash’ about International Year of Biodiversity if Peter could not then Bill Sutherland would.

6. Role of CCF representatives-
Pamela Abbott posed some questions

a) Is there the right amount of communication? – answer: yes, mostly

b) Should we be doing more public events? There was no answer to this but FFI said they could be interested and perhaps we should be promoting the IYB perhaps through a photographic exibition
7. Issues Raised –
a) Future events - Various events were suggested, some social, some not. A conservation ceilidh was proposed and it was agreed that this should be planned for February it the dark times of winter either at Grantchester or Selwyn College. An idea for a fancy dress endangered punt race was put forward, which although people thought sounded fun was not taken any further.

There was a discussion as to whether the summer symposium could be IYB based. It was noted that Cambridge will be having an environment week and it would be good to hitch on to that. How CCF could fund an event was discussed and it was pointed out the photographic exhibition CCF held a couple of years ago was part funded by each organisation taking part as well as CCF. This was thought to be a good model. Carolyn Göhler said she would look into the possibility of CCF taking over the market square one evening in the summer for an event after the market stall holders had packed up. It was suggestedCCF should also get involved with the science week in Cambridge.

b) New web – everyone agreed it was much better but there should be a page on ‘what does CCF do?’ It was agreed that the timetable of events was particularly useful.
c) ideas for collaborative projects that could be funded by ( Cambridge Conservation Initiative (CCI)
people were asked to come up with ideas for the next round in March. It was agreed that local studies that had a global application would be fine.
d) CCF dinner – some people liked the idea but others were not keen. It was suggested that the ceilidh would be a better idea.

e) Summer symposium on climate change – the was some discussion and it was thought that an IYB event with climate change as a major part of it would be better. Volunteers to help organise it were asked for.  Richard Phillips (on behalf of the meetings committee)  and Peter Herkenrath  agreed to do to look at it.
f) Public profile – it was agreed that CCF should have more of a public profile. It was noted that in the very first years of CCF there was more of a public profile, with sponsorship from the City Council and public lectures in association with Domeq.

8. Other confirmed and possible CCF events/activities

a) 4th December seminar

b) National Ecosystem Assessment – 17th December
c) UNCCD Debrief potentially 3rd Sept
d) Copenhagen Debrief - January
e) Applications for membership 
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (used to be Froglife) were to become members
It was agreed CREES could become friends rather than a member.
9. Financial Report 
CCF now bank with the CO-OP. The Forum’s finances are healthy.
10. AOB:  
There was none
11. Next Meeting:  FFI  11th  February 2010
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